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Today
High of 83° & Mostly Sunny

Wednesday
High of 77° & Partly Cloudy

Thursday 
High of  79° & Sunny

Sports

Feats of Strength Daily 
Results
1st Place

Red Raccoons

2nd Place
Blue Bears

3rd Place
Green Gators

4th Place
Yellow Macaroni Ponies

Overheard
“You can cut off someone’s arm in 
the middle, as long as you don’t cut 
the elbow.”
 - Luke Mielke

“Josiah is either stupid or evil.”
 - Joseph Backholm

I just made that up, but I like it.”
 - Jeremy Robertson

“Why is there a state waltz? Who 
even waltzes?” - Anna Morken

“We have every right to be greedy,”
- Julaine

“I didn’t lose any weight, now let’s 
try Jesus.” - Joseph Backhom

Submit your quotes at 
leadmedia@leadwi.org!

Having a Ball With Feats of Strength 
The first Feats of Strength of Lead 2022 has left campers elated for the games ahead. 
By Hannah Mulvaine   

Elayna Uhl, a Red Racoon member, 
said “I am very competitive.” While 
she was confident that her team 
would win, when a friend told her 
that the Red Racoons had won she 
still couldn’t believe it. On the other 
hand, Keegan Terpstra, Macaroni 
Ponies member, came to Feats of 
Strength with full confidence that 
they were going to lose. He said 
“With our name we were going to 

lose!”

The day had started with overcast 
skies and a chilly breeze, but by 
2:00 pm the sun was out. Though 
everyone was hot, the heat did not 
diminish anyone’s excitement for the 
activity ahead. A few clouds were 
left lingering in the sky, providing 
temporary shade from the open field 
of grass. 

Everyone appreciated the strong 
breeze, but as the game of Big Ball 
began it became an obstacle. The 
wind gave aid to some teams, as they 
tried to thrust the big ball to the op-
posite side to score a point, leaving 
the other team to have to thrust the 
ball harder. As Terpstra stated, “The 
force wasn’t with us it was against 
us.” To avoid unfair advantage for 
any one team each team rotated 
around the field after each game.
 
Some campers said they preferred 
the Feats of Strength games from 
last year, although they enjoyed Big 
Ball. However, others stated that 
they were pleasantly surprised by 
the game choice compared to last 
year, saying it looked fun to hit a 
giant ball. 

Example press conference 
introduces cheesy controversy
“Colby” Jack Hoogendyk holds a press conference to dis-
cuss a bill about Wisconsin’s state cheese
By Mary Ann Lazzell

At 2 o’clock on Monday afternoon, 
Mr. “Colby” Jack Hoogendyk ap-
peared before Wisconsin senators, 
state assembly and the press armed 
with a cheese head, a hearty Wiscon-
sin accent and a very big idea. “Col-
by” Jack proposes Assembly Bill 311, 
requiring the Wisconsin Blue Book 
to designate Colby as the Wisconsin 
state cheese.

Hoogendyk argues that, for a state so 
well-known for cheese production, 
designating a state cheese is only 
fitting. “I don’t know about those 
people in California,” he says, “but 
we know cheese.” He points out that 
Colby cheese was first “invented” in 
the great state of Wisconsin, making 
it an appropriate choice. Hoogendyk 
was then joined by a representative 
of the Agricultural Association in 
Wisconsin who predicts that a state 
cheese will peak shoppers’ interests 
in Wisconsin cheese, benefitting the 
Wisconsin cheese economy across 
the board. A representative of Sar-
gento Cheese company even gave out 
free Colby cheese samples in support 
of the bill. 

The media, Wisconsin senators and 
the assembly members then voiced 
their questions and concerns. Hannah 
Mulvaine, a reporter from the LEAD-
er, mentioned that the bill seemed 
irrelevant in light of more pressing 
issues, even calling it “a waste of time.” 
In addition, Josiah Scott, another 
LEADer reporter, voiced his concerns 
that the bill may be about “personal 
bias.” Though Hoogendyk seemed 
to sidestep some of the other ques-
tions, he replied to Scott’s question 
by reminding him that if others had 

a better idea for a state cheese, they 
could certainly introduce a similar 
bill, leaving room for debate and open 
discussion. 

Monday’s press conference has 
sparked much discussion among 
senators and assembly members and 
has effectively prepared campers for 
today’s press conference. 

Overall everyone had a great time 
whether they were cheering on their 
team or out on the field playing. 
With a good start, we can all look 
ahead with great anticipation for the 
coming Feats of Strength!
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Camp Sessions Staff Feature

Senate

Joseph Backholm conducts two world-
view sessions at Lead Wisconsin
LEAD Wisconsin’s main speaker Joseph Backholm leads the 
camp’s first two sessions. 
By Anna Morken
LEAD Wisconsin sessions kick off 
with two biblical worldview sessions 
from speaker Joseph Backholm, 
the main speaker of the week. In 
the first session entitled “What it 
Means to be a Christian,” Backholm 
challenged the campers to find their 
identity, purpose and expectations 
from the Bible. The second session 
focused on the development of worl-
dview during the last 2,000 years. 
Campers showed their appreciation 
for Backholm’s sessions by cheer-
ing and clapping loudly during and 
following the sessions. 
Backholm first heard about LEAD 
when Julaine Appling, president of 
Wisconsin Family Action, invited 
him to speak at the camp. His de-
sire to impact teenagers led him to 
accept her invitation. He says, “The 
chance to be with people who love 
Jesus, are growing in their faith and 
have a desire to understand the 
world and make a difference in it is 
very fulfilling. It’s meaningful.” What 
Backholm is anticipating most about 
this week is “seeing people discov-
er things, discover truths that they 
didn’t understand before and watch-
ing that transform their lives.”
In the following days, campers can 
look forward to four more engaging 
and helpful sessions with Backholm 
covering hot topics including trans-
genderism and critical race theory.
If you would like to find more of 
Backholm’s content, check out 

Ticonderoga caucus 
discusses Senate 
Bill 42

Family Research Council (frc.org), 
The Washington Stand (washing-
tonstand.org) and WORLD News 
Group (wng.org).

Bill proposed to hold gov-
ernments more accountable 
regarding meetings and 
minutes.

By Sawyer Curtis

Senate Bill 42, the longest senate bill 
at LEAD this year, seeks to allow local 
governments to fulfill their legal re-
sponsibility of publishing both regular 
and special meetings in a prominent 

public place and online, instead of in a 
newspaper. Senator Brice Donat of the 
Ticonderoga Blue caucus, which is op-
posing SB 42, expressed some concerns 
that the bill would affect newspaper 
sales, stating, “if all that is online, then 
who’s going to be buying newspapers?” 
Also he was worried about the rural 
population receiving notification, say-
ing that people in these areas may not 
have access to the internet and might 
not go into town where the agendas 
may be posted.

During an interview, Senator Katherine 
Baldwin, who is on Ticonderoga Gold, 
the caucus supporting SB 42, said the 
bill would make it easier to post mate-
rial in addition to making it drastically 
more accessible to people. She said 
the bill would hold governments more 
accountable than current policy does. 
Senator Baldwin also communicated 
that she is very comfortable with this 
bill.  She shared that since her mother 
and grandmother both work on their 
city council she sometimes got charged 
with posting the agendas and bringing  
minutes to the newspaper office to get 
printed.

Julaine Appling: A bold message to the pro-life movement
“If they think this is going to shut us down, make us go away and you know, slink off in a cor-
ner and shut our mouth. They picked the wrong group.” 
By Josiah Scott
Early Sunday morning on May 8th, 
a pro-abortion protestor threw three 
molotov cocktails at Appling’s office 
in Madison, but only one of those 
cocktails exploded–still doing a great 
amount of damage. 

After the SCOTUS draft leak on Roe v. 
Wade, Appling was concerned about 
violence against pro-life organizations 
and pregnancy resource centers, but 
did not realize that her organization 
would be the victim of such a violent 
attack.“I knew then something was 
probably going to happen. The ten-
sion was high and the anger was high. 
(Pro-abortion groups) were already 
moving towards taking drastic action, 
so that didn’t surprise me that someone 
got attacked. What shocked me is it was 
us. You know, we’re not a single issue 
pro-life group.”

Though intending to intimidate the 
WFA, the rioter instead provided an 
incredible opportunity for Appling and 
her organization to become national 
news. Appling commented, “what we’ve 
seen through this, is the profound truth 
that what man means for evil God can 
turn for good.” Appling has made mul-
tiple appearances on prominent news 
networks such as Fox News, Newsmax, 

and EWTN.
The group claiming to have attacked 
her office, Jane’s Revenge, has also 
attacked a pregnancy resource center 
in Buffalo, NY, and multiple pro-life 
organizations across the nation.
While the attack on Appling’s office 
was appalling, she is grateful that no 
one was hurt and that it was not an 
attack on a pregnancy resource center. 
“If someone in Wisconsin was going 
to be attacked, and it was, say, us or 
a pregnancy care center, I’m glad it 
was us. I’ll take that hit any day, any 
day.” Appling also provided a message 
of hope to the pro-life movement: 
“There’s 38 other Family Policy Alli-
ance councils, all across the country 
where they have done the same thing. 
These pregnancy care centers, they’re 
going to clean up, they’re going to re-
pair their buildings–hopefully sooner 
rather than later–and they’re going to 
keep offering services. And you know 
what, they’re going to do it just like 
we did: bigger and better. And bolder 
than ever before.” 
While pro-abortion groups across the 
nation intend to intimidate pro-life 
organizations, Appling made it very 
clear that she and her organization 
have no intention of backing down. 
“If they think this is going to shut 

us down, make us go away and you 
know, slink off in a corner and shut our 
mouth. They picked the wrong group.”

Earlier this year, Appling was humbled 
to receive the Bold as a Lion award 
from the Christian Home Educators 
of Wisconsin. While speaking to the 
LEAD campers in the afternoon on 
Monday, Appling claimed, “I don’t 
think of myself as bold.”Although 
Appling has received much attention 
both nationally and locally, she re-
mains humble. Appling remains an 
inspirational figure to Christians across 
the nation and continues to serve as 
president of WFA. While Appling may 
not see herself as bold, her actions and 
character speak for themselves and dis-
play boldness to those around her.


